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How to Replace the “In-Put” Driveshaft for the 901 Mower Gear Box 

By Jackson H. Collins in collaboration with Richard Wyman 
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DISASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS 

 

The upper housing into which the Input (Main) shaft is mounted is called "Housing, Ring Gear” Item 1 on the 

parts breakdown.    

 

The lower housing which contains the output shaft is called "Housing, Pinion Gear” Item 15 on the parts 

breakdown. 

 

For ease in disassembly leave the mower in the horizontal position with the cutting blades attached. 

 

STEP 1. Remove the clutch assembly or other coupler from the Input Shaft.   

 

STEP 2. Loosen (but don’t remove) the (6) bolts, Item 12, retaining the rear cover. 

 

STEP 3. The upper and lower housings are bolted together by (4) bolts which are inserted up through the upper  

   flange of the lower housing.  Item 16 - these bolts have drilled heads and should have a safety wire  

   connecting them.  Remove the safety wire followed by the (4) bolts. 

 

STEP 4. Lift the upper housing assembly straight up until it clears the output pinion gear.  Move it to one side  

              of your work bench for further disassembly. 

 

STEP 5. Remove the (6) bolts, Item 12, retaining the rear cover, Item 11, to the upper housing. 

 

STEP 6. Using a wooden or brass block, tap on the end of the input shaft to remove the shaft from the housing. 

   The complete internal mechanism will come with the rear cover leaving only the front grease seal in 

              the housing. 

 

The main shaft (Shaft, Ring Gear), Item 3 is retained into the rear bearing, Item 8 by Snap Ring, Item 10.  The 

rear bearing is retained into the rear cover plate by Snap Ring, Item 9. 

 

To remove the Pinion gear from the lower housing, remove the blade assembly and push the shaft up out of the 

housing. 

 

 

 

 

LUBRICANT REMOVAL 
 

The first step should be to remove the lubrication from the Ring Gear Housing, Item 1.  The drain plug is 

located on the side of the lower housing. It is extremely difficult to catch the fluid from this port.  Use of a 

suction device to remove the majority of the lubricant through the fill port would be desirable.  


